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Urban Horticulture Are natives the answer?

Posted by Bert Cregg
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W September 2010 (3)
UNIFI?ILSI:IY Last week |eff kicked off a lively discussion about invasive plants. Let me state up m A
FARTENSION _ . T _ o . August 2010 (22)
front that no one on this blog is promoting invasive plants. But the issues surrounding & lulv 2010 (25
MICHICAN STATE invasive plants are extremely complex and have profound implications for many
UNIVERSITY groups with whom we work in landscape horticulture and urban and community W lune 2010 (28
forestry. It is essential in these discussions that we separate fact fram hyperbale. In m May 2010 (26
UKWERSIWDFM[}:NES'O“ some guarters, lines have been blurred and people fail to make key distinctions and m Aoril 2010 (26)
ExtenSlon lump exotic, alien, or non-native species together with invasives. According to the m March 2010 (25
m Federal Executive Order on Invasive species Thvasive species” mieans an alien species
whose mtroduction does or is fikely to cause econonmiic or environmental harm or m February 2010 (30)
@“@niaTec'h harm o human bealth. All invasives are alien but only a small fraction of alien B |anuary 2010 (28)
Invent the Fulure species are invasive (all humans are mammals but not all mammals are humans). B December 2000 (21)
Neve.rtheless, there 13 atemp.tatlu:u.n to ‘hen.::lge all bets” and p.m.mute only natl'..re . a November 2009 (27)
species for horticultural planting since native plants, by definition, cannot be invasive.
In addition, there is a ‘feel good’ aura that surrounds native plants - if they're native m October 2009 (23)
they must be good - that clouds some of the logic in the argument. B September 2009 (22
® August 2009 (15

B July 20009 (3
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Most importantly

We need your input! Send
your questions to Holly
Scoggins (hollysco@vt.edu)
for inclusion tn out ““Stump
the Chumps” free-for-all!
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