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step by step 
instructions  
 



SOP’s 

• formal written 
instructions 

• describe 
operational 
procedures 
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Standard 
Operating 

Guidelines  

Guidelines serve as a 
reference when no 
applicable standard 

is in place.  



SOP’s or SOG’s 

So which applies to 
tree care? 
 
 
 



SOP’s or SOG’s 

Do we lack 
standards? 

What is going on!  
 
 
 



What standards 
do we have?  



Standards 





SOG’s 

essential to the 
development and 
deployment of 
daily operations 
 
 
 
 



FTSOW  

Who  

What  

Where 

When 

Why 



Purpose  
Who and What 

Who is responsible? 

What is everyone 
responsible for? 



Scope  
Where and When 

Climbing 

Removals 

PHC 

Estimation 



Application 
Why 

FTSOW 

To provide 
guidelines to 
perform work 
safely 



SOG’s 

A valuable 
resource when an 
incident occurs 
that lacks 
standards 
 
 
 
 



Example 

Single Rope 
Technique 

SRT 



Tree Climbing 
Standard Guidelines 

SRT 

Single Rope 
Technique 

 



Tree Climbing 
Standard Guidelines 



Tree Climbing 
Standard Guidelines 



Tree Climbing 
Standard Guidelines 

Dynamic or Doubled Rope 
Tree Climbing Systems –DdRT 

 

 All climbing equipment must 
be industry approved. 
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Tree Climbing Standard Guidelines -2013 

 

Static or single rope climbing system 

1. Tree climbers are workers who are competent in the establishing tree climbing systems, 

equipment selection and implementation.  

2. Tree climbers must have all necessary PPE. 

3. Each tree to be climbed is risk assessed and inspected for strength and stability 

specifically the root system and tie in locations.  

4. An approved climbing line is installed onto a selected temporary anchor point location 

in the canopy of the tree and one end of the climbing line is anchored to the base of the 

tree being climbed.  

5. The temporary anchor point is field tested by performing, pull and load tests. 

6. Approved connecting links, cordage and harnesses are selected and knots and hitches 

are tied, dressed and set to establish a static suspension climbing system. 

7. The climber ascends only in the static suspension climbing system and shall not perform 

any work activities while in this system; it is simply for tall tree canopy access. 

8. Upon reaching a suitable temporary anchor point in the tree climber can commence 

tree work once the static tree climbing system has been disassembled and replaced with 

a dynamic work positioning suspension tree climbing system tree climbing system prior  

to commencing work the temporary anchor and climbing system must be load tested.  

9. All work is performed with the climber tied in at all times and when operating saws the 

worker shall be double tied. 

10. In the event a climber has to establish another temporary anchor point it must also be 

inspected and assed prior to use and the temporary anchor and climbing system must 

be load tested prior to use. 

11. Tree climbers climb smoothly and avoid unnecessary shock loading that can be 

generated by swings or falls, this is achieved by keeping all lines tensioned and slack free 

at all times and by employing the use of a work positioning lanyard whenever possible 

and absolutely when using saws. 

12. Tree climbers shall not climb above their temporary anchor points or climb horizontally 

from the temporary anchor point to where their climbing rope angle exceeds 45 degrees 

from the perpendicular axis of the temporary anchor point. 

  



Tree Climbing Standard Guidelines -2013 

 

Dynamic or Doubled Rope Tree Climbing Systems 

1. Tree climbers are workers who are competent in the establishing tree climbing systems, 

equipment selection and implementation.  

2. Tree climbers must have all necessary PPE. 

3. Each tree to be climbed is risk assessed and inspected for strength and stability 

specifically the root system and tie in locations.  

4. An approved climbing line is installed onto a temporary anchor point in the canopy of 

the tree and the temporary anchor point is field tested by performing, pull and load 

tests. 

5. Approved connecting links, cordage and harnesses are selected and knots and hitches 

are tied, dressed and set to establish a work positioning suspension system. 

6. The tree climbing system is load tested prior to climber beginning ascent. 

7.  All work is performed with the climber tied in at all times and when operating saws the 

worker shall be double tied. 

8. In the event a climber has to establish another temporary anchor point it must also be 

inspected and assed prior to use and the temporary anchor and climbing system must 

be load tested prior to use. 

9. Tree climbers climb smoothly and avoid unnecessary shock loading that can be 

generated by swings or falls, this is achieved by keeping all lines tensioned and slack free 

at all times and by employing the use of a work positioning lanyard whenever possible 

and absolutely when using saws. 

10. Tree Climber shall not climb above their tie points or climb horizontally from the tie in 

point to where their climbing rope angle exceeds 45 degrees from the perpendicular 

axis of the temporary anchor point. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


