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Trees in human landscapes provide a wide range of services: 
 

•  Improved air quality 
•  Micro-climate effects (e.g. shading) 
•  Property value & aesthetics 
•  Storm-water attenuation   

•  Energy conservation 
•  Noise reduction 
•  Wildlife habitat 
•  Physical & psychological wellbeing 
•  etc. 

Heritage Trees and Con Arb 
Benefits of Trees 



Heritage Trees and Con Arb 
Maximizing Leaf Area 



Old trees are important habitat for saproxylic beetles and other organisms. 
living on dead wood 

Jonsell (2004) found that old oaks and lindens (up to 300+ years) 
 in Swedish parks have comparable ‘red-listed’ beetle diversity as  
old remnant natural areas. 

By conserving old trees in cultural 
landscapes, we can protect history  
and habitat at the same time. 

Heritage Trees and Con Arb 
Veteran Trees: Habitat and History 



Heritage Trees and Con Arb 
Old Trees: Habitat and History 



Urban Forest Benefits 
Conservation Arboriculture 

Neville Fay 



Giant Redwoods – California, USA 
Heritage Trees 

        November 2008 



Redwood Rainforest 

Coast Redwoods 
 

• 115 trees/ha 
• 12 trees have 95%  
   of the biodiversity 
• These are the old 
   trees with broken  
   tops, etc. 

Conservation Arboriculture 



Sillett and Van Pelt 2000. 
‘A Redwood Tree Whose Crown May Be the 
Most Complex on Earth’ 



Ancient Redwoods 
Conservation Arboriculture 

























































































QUESTIONS? COMMENTS? 
Philip van Wassenaer, B.Sc., MFC 
Consulting Arborist, ASCA 
ISA Certified Arborist ON-0361A 
PNW-ISA Certified Risk Assessor #725 
 

1248 Minnewaska Trail 
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada 
L5G 3S5 
(905) 274-1022 
 
 

e-mail: pwassenaer1022@rogers.com 
www.urbanforestinnovations.com or www.ufis.ca  
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